
 

What is The Gates
Foundation doing to

prevent maternal deaths?

    The Gates Foundation’s family planning strategy
blames population growth for exacerbating all manner of
social ills, from draining government budgets to making
significant contributions to “the global burden of disease,
environmental degradation, poverty and conflict.” It as if
the fertility of poor women causes these problems, and
not the exploitative policies and practices of the rich and
powerful. And the solution to this, for Melinda Gates and
the UK government, seems to be the dangerous drug,
Depo-Provera. What is the safest and most appropriate
method for the individual woman is simply not their
priority. For over a decade now, studies have pointed to a
possible link between Depo-Provera use and increased
risk of acquiring HIV, the virus that leads to AIDS. In
October 2011, a British medical journal published the
results of a study which found that Depo-Provera may
double the risk of women and their male partners
acquiring HIV.

“A certain political blindness is at work in the
Gates initiative,” wrote Betsy Hartmann, the
director of the Population and Development

Program and Professor of Development Studies at
Hampshire College. “The assumption is that you

can just pour in money and contraceptives to health
and family programs that already discriminate

against the poor and miraculously they will turn
around and help women. Add to this the imperative
to drive down birthrates and you get a recipe for

coercion.”

 

What is Depo-
Provera?

         

    Depo-Provera is a well-known brand name for
medroxyprogesterone acetate, a contraceptive
injection for women that contains the hormone
progestin. Depo-Provera is given as an injection
once every three months. Depo-Provera typically
suppresses ovulation, keeping your ovaries from
releasing an egg. Depo-Provera also thickens
cervical mucus to keep sperm from reaching the
egg. While it has long been known that Depo-
Provera causes bone loss, it has recently been
discovered that the osteoporotic effects of the
injection grow worse the longer Depo-Provera is
administered, may remain long after the injections
are stopped, and may be irreversible. For these
reasons, on November 17, 2004 the United States
Food and Drug Administration and Pfizer agreed to
put a black box warning on Depo-Provera's label.
     

Depo-Provera risks:

Loss of Bone Mineral Density

Thromboembolic disease

Breast Cancer

Anaphylaxis and Anaphylactoid Reactions

Bleeding Irregularities

Delayed return to fertility after discontinuation

Convulsions

Ectopic pregnancy

 

The
91%
Solution



What is the 91%
Solution?

        MaterCare International (MCI) is an
international NGO. MCI specialists, along with
the global obstetrical community, agree that
the tragedy of maternal death will only be
solved one mother at a time, by providing
essential prenatal care, skilled attendants
during delivery, trained midwives based in
clean well-equipped facilities, essential
medications, specialist care for life threatening
complications, trained local Traditional Birth
Attendants (TBAs) and emergency medical
transport.

MCI has developed a model of comprehensive
rural obstetrical care in Nigeria and Ghana
over the last 15 years, a model which is now
being introduced into the Isiolo district of
Kenya, a region with severe drought over the
last 5 years and some of the highest maternal
mortality rates in the world. On May 19th, MCI
will introduce a comprehensive service with
the opening of a 30 bed maternity hospital, a
fully equipped ambulance for emergencies and
life threatening complications, and two
motorbike ambulances for transport. The
hospital is the first of six planned rural
maternity clinics, including training programs
for doctors, midwives and TBAs.

What are the leading causes of maternal
deaths?

Postpartum haemorrhage (35%)
Hypertension (18%)
Indirect causes (HIV, anaemia, malaria
& non-communicable diseases) (18%)
Other direct causes (ectopic pregnancy,
pulmonary embolism, obstructed labour)
(11%)

How does MaterCare prevent maternal
deaths? 

MCI provides essential prenatal and obstetric
care resulting in better preparation for
difficult pregnancies
MCI builds, equips, and staffs maternal health
clinics to serve rural regions
MCI provides transportation to and from our
facilities
MCI educates women and families about
procreative and family health before
pregnancies even occur
By hiring local residents, MCI is able to serve
women in rural regions while respecting and
maintaining their cultural values

History
  Mothers and their unborn children suffer
considerable discrimination in our times. This
is the conclusion that one must draw from an
examination of current rates of abortion, and
maternal mortality and birth injury (maternal
morbidity), especially in the developing world.

Our international community has done these
women a great disservice by offering Depo-
Provera as a means of so-called
“empowerment”, though few women in the
west use it as their chosen method of family
planning. MaterCare International is the only
organization implementing  a comprehensive
and long lasting solution to the world’s
maternal death rates.    

  If you would like to learn more about MaterCare
International, contact us at info@matercare.org or

visit www.MaterCare.org

MaterCare International
8 Riverview Avenue

St John’s, NL A1C 2S5
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