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HUMILITY-
None Knows the Father





                Mt 11:19-27


One of the most regular questions about Jesus was "Who does he think he is?" The reason for the question was his self-presentation as a man of authority. But where did he get this authority? People then as people now rightly asked this question. Here was a man who came from a background known to everyone. He was in appearance just the ordinary son of the village carpenter.  He had no obvious great education. He did not have a lot of money. He did not have an army. He had no institutional profession as we know such, and as they knew such. We go to doctors and lawyers and pilots and policemen and so on with security because they have been under-written by some institutional authority, a university, a college, an institute, the government and so on. The Jews then were no different. Yet Jesus presents himself as speaking with authority and they accept him as having authority.

In our text today he is making an unparalleled claim. He is saying that he is the unique Son of the heavenly Father. Now we do not know that they quite understood what that claim was during his lifetime. But there are some clues to help us to appreciate their mentality. They compared Jesus with the best they ever had in their tradition, and apart from Abraham top of the list was undoubtedly Moses.  He had seen God, Deut. 34:10: And there arose not a prophet since in Israel like unto Moses, whom the LORD knew face to face. He was traditionally the meekest of men. He had given them the Law. The Law for the Jews revealed to them the nature, character and purpose of God." I will give you rest" comes from Ex 33:14, where we read: And he said,  My presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee rest. 

So when in the mentality of the Jews Jesus was compared to Moses they could see the great similarity and the great difference. Where Moses was reflecting what God had said to him Jesus was the Son of God with a unique knowledge of God as his own Father, and in himself could and did give them everything that the Law had offered, and a great deal more. He offers his person and not just his message. He is clearly a prophet and clearly a wise man. But he is more than that. He is the Son.

This is the basis of his authority. This is why the Church confesses him always as in a unique relationship with the Father. He alone speaks for God absolutely. And the Church derives its right to speak for Him because he has given it that power. The reason for all the difficulties over the long centuries with authority in the Church is that people, believers and non-believers, did not or do not allow that the Church should make any such claim. However the claim being made is only the claim of Jesus and for Jesus. If the Church claims more than that then it is going beyond its power.


Humility One of the invitations is to be humble. It is one of the most beautiful of the virtues. The unselfconsciously nice are humble! Lord Pakenham wrote a book on humility and described it as the best book ever written on the subject! His sense of humour is catching. Humble people are just lovely. They do not put themselves first, they tell the truth and in a gentle way; they are not snobs, and normally are not engaged in envying the great gifts of others. To live like this is to have peace. It seems like a tall order. Yet this is one of the very few commandments that comes directly from Jesus: Learn of me for I am meek and humble of heart. Nobody else could have said that and not been laughed at. And nobody can ever say it again. Once said it characterizes for ever the Person who said it. Strange that such a disposition should identify the unique Son of God. Who does he think he is?!
A.Briggs,  H.Halvorson and A. Steane, It Keeps Me Seeking,OUP, 2018, p.110-111:
Humility

One of the great lessons of this is epistemological humility. Epistemology is one of the core areas of philosophy. It is concerned with the nature, sources and limits of knowledge.We find it very hard to say exactly what a quantum state is, and therefore what physical things are , ‘at bottom’ as it were.In particular, we cannot thoroughly know the nature of physical existence itself. Physical existence is a mystery, and quantum states are elusive. They have remained elusive for a hundred years despite very great efforts to understand them. Therefore, we acquire a certain amount of episteme-ological humility. We are not ashamed to say we not know even how such a simple thing as a single electron can wave and move and have its being.
Cf. especially Matt:18:1-5…Davies and Allen Vol II, p.754: 
On Children

To be like children is like being born again-having the courageous humility to refashion one’s believing life (p 758). “Genuine humility (18:3-4), special kindness towards children (v 5), refraining from offending others, especially the weak and the marginal (vv.6-7), serious self-control (vv.8-9),and heart-felt loving concern for all fellow believers, including, ‘these little ones’ (vv.10-14)- all of these virtues are called forth in view of their communal reverence……The Christian lives for the common good. Indeed, there is no alternative to this, for salvation itself requires humility (vv.3-4), and humility is, most concretely, service towards others (v.5)….love of others and self-effacement go hand in hand….The least becoming the greatest has no better illustration than Jesus himself (Cf. 20:26-8).
'Humble charity' overcomes corruption, Pope Francis preaches:
VATICAN CITY, June 16  2019(CNA/EWTN News) .- Pope Francis on Monday denounced corruption among those in authority in politics, business, and the Church, urging Christians to overcome it through both service and charity.

“Corruption is precisely the sin that the person with authority – whether political, economic or ecclesiastical – over others has most readily to hand,” the Pope said in his June 16 homily during Mass at the chapel of Casa Santa Marta.  

“We are all tempted to corruption. It is a ‘handy’ sin, for when one has authority, one feels powerful, one feels almost like God.”

He noted news stories about politicians and business owners who “got rich by magic,” and then later find themselves in court.

“We hear too much talk of a prelate who has become rich too, and left his pastoral duty to care for his power,” the Roman Pontiff said.

He said the corrupt seek “well-being, money, then the power, vanity, pride – and from there, everything (becomes possible), even killing.”

Pope Francis said the poor especially suffer the costs of political and economic corruption: country hospitals go without medicine, patients go without care, and children go without education.

He also reflected on the spiritual consequences of corruption within the Church.

“Who pays the price for the corruption of a prelate?”

“The children pay, who cannot make the sign of the cross, who do not know the catechism, who are not cared for. The sick who are not visited, the imprisoned who receive no spiritual attention.”

“The poor pay. Corruption is paid by the poor: the materially poor and the spiritually poor,” the Pope continued.

He reflected on the daily reading from the First Book of Kings, in which King Ahab’s covetousness for the family vineyard of a man named Naboth turned deadly. To acquire the vineyard, Ahab’s wife Jezebel schemed to convict the innocent man with false witnesses, and to execute him by stoning.

Ahab received the stolen vineyard from Jezebel “as though nothing had happened,” Pope Francis said.

Among those who wield power, he said, “this story is continuously repeating itself.”

The Pope said that service to others is “the only way to escape corruption.” He explained that corruption is proud and arrogant, while service “humbles you.”

He offered his Mass for those who are “paying the price for corruption,” voicing prayers for “these martyrs of political corruption, economic corruption, and ecclesiastical corruption.

“May the Lord bring us closer to them.”
Rev Richard J. Taylor
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